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ON THE COVER: Morris students like U.S. Fulbright Student Program
award-winner Autumn Carlson ’18 (pictured) benefit from life-changing
experiences made possible by friends like you. From study abroad
to student activities, athletics to undergraduate research, these
opportunities open up a world of possibility for talented young people
like Autumn. Keep reading to learn more!
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Discovery abounds at the EcoStation, our living laboratory. Students, staff,
and faculty are able to explore new ideas and environments there, thanks
to the generosity and vision of donors like you.
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The University of Minnesota Foundation is a 501(c)(3)
tax-exempt organization soliciting tax-deductible private
contributions for the University of Minnesota. Financial
and other information about University of Minnesota
Foundation’s purpose, programs, and activities may be
obtained by contacting the Chief Financial Officer at
200 Oak Street SE, Suite 500, Minneapolis, MN 55455
(612) 624-3333, or for residents of the following states,
as stated below. Maryland: For the cost of postage
and copying, from the Secretary of State. Michigan:
MICS No. 50198. New Jersey: INFORMATION FILED
WITH THE ATTORNEY GENERAL CONCERNING THIS
CHARITABLE SOLICITATION AND THE PERCENTAGE
OF CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED BY THE CHARITY
DURING THE LAST REPORTING PERIOD THAT WERE
DEDICATED TO THE CHARITABLE PURPOSE MAY
BE OBTAINED FROM THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY BY CALLING (973)
504-6215 AND IS AVAILABLE ON THE INTERNET AT
www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/charity. New York: Upon
request, from the Attorney General Charities Bureau,
120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271. Pennsylvania:
The official registration and financial information of
University of Minnesota Foundation may be obtained
from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling
toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Virginia:
From the State Office of Consumer Affairs in the
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Affairs, P.O.
Box 1163, Richmond, VA 23218. Washington: From the
Secretary of State at 1-800-332-4483. The registration
required by the state charitable solicitation act is on
file with the Secretary of State’s office. West Virginia:
West Virginia residents may obtain a summary of
the registration and financial documents from the
Secretary of State, State Capitol, Charleston, WV
25305. CONTRIBUTIONS ARE DEDUCTIBLE FOR
FEDERAL INCOME TAX PURPOSES IN ACCORDANCE
WITH APPLICABLE LAW. REGISTRATION IN A STATE
DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR
RECOMMENDATION OF UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
FOUNDATION BY THE STATE.
Profile Mission
Profile connects alumni and friends of the University
of Minnesota, Morris with informative, engaging, and
enjoyable stories about campus life and beyond
that reflect the value and success of the liberal arts
education model, enabling our audience to act as
proud advocates of the institution they know and love.
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PROFILE READERS SURVEY
Help us help you by sharing some thoughts about your alumni magazine! Your participation in this survey is voluntary, and
responses are confidential. Would you prefer to answer online? Visit z.umn.edu/profilesurvey
7. What actions have you taken as a result of reading
Profile? (check all that apply)

1. How often do you read Profile?
☐ Occasional issues
☐ Every issue
☐ Never
☐ Most issues
2. How much of each magazine do you read?
☐ None of it
☐ Most of it
☐ Some of it
☐ All of it
3. Please rate your interest in the following subjects:
Very Interested (1) Interested (2)
Somewhat Interested (3) Not Interested (4)
No Opinion (5)
		 Academics and Intellectual Life _____
Alumni Life and Activities _____
Campus Life _____

☐ Attended an event
☐ Contacted a classmate or friend
☐ Submitted a class note
☐ Discussed or forwarded an article or issue
☐ Saved an article or issue
☐ Visited Morris’s website
☐ Written a letter or email to the editor

		 or to Morris

☐ Made a donation
☐ Volunteered for an activity
☐ Recommended Morris to a potential student

		 or family member

☐ Other ____________________
☐ No action taken

Class Notes _____
General-interest Topics _____
Giving News _____

8. What is your relationship to the University
of Minnesota, Morris? (check all that apply).

Institutional Affairs _____
4. Please indicate your agreement with this statement:
“Profile strengthens my personal connection to the
University of Minnesota, Morris.”
☐ Disagree
☐ Strongly agree
☐ Strongly disagree
☐ Agree
☐ No opinion
5. How so? (check all that apply)

☐ Serves as a source of continuing education
☐ Helps me to feel more in touch with

		 my graduating class

☐ Encourages me to volunteer my time to Morris
☐ Provides useful career and networking information
☐ Reminds me of my experience at Morris
☐ Encourages me to support Morris financially
☐ Other __________________________________
6. Please indicate any ways in which Profile does not
enhance your connection to Morris:

☐ The magazine does not address topics of interest to me
☐ The magazine does not reflect my experience

☐ Alumnus / alumna (graduate)
☐ Current student
☐ Faculty / staff member
☐ Retired faculty / staff
☐ Donor
☐ Parent or other relative
☐ Attended (non-graduate)
☐ Other ____________________
9. What is your age?
☐ Under 25
☐ 25 to 34
☐ 35 to 49

☐ 50 to 64
☐ 65 and over

10. Other comments?
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
Thank you for sharing your time and insight!

		 of Morris

☐ The magazine is not an objective source
		 of information about Morris
☐ The magazine is primarily a fundraising tool
☐ Other __________________________________
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Please tear out this survey and return
in the enclosed envelope. Or go to
z.umn.edu/profilesurvey to complete
it online!

University of Minnesota, Morris

giving news

PAY IT FORWARD

A new fund will help students to stay in school when unanticipated expenses threaten their ability to persist

We’ve all been there: our car breaks down, our child
requires a trip to the ER, our heating bill is higher than
we expected. What happens to the 6 in 10 of us who can’t
cover these necessary but unanticipated expenses?
The truth is only 41% of American adults report having
enough money in their savings accounts to cover a surprise
bill of $500 or more. Imagine what an emergency like that
could mean to an undergrad. Often, it means dropping
out of college instead of finishing.
That’s why Chancellor Michelle Behr established the
new Student Assistance Grants for Emergencies (SAGE)
fund. Its purpose: to be there for students when the
unexpected happens.
Grants from this fund assist students who experience
sudden and unanticipated financial need. This could be
anything from a flat tire on a student’s primary mode of
transportation to an unplanned childcare bill: a onetime expense that makes all the difference in being able
to persist as a student or not.
“SAGE’s purpose is to help students who
encounter some bump in the road that to them is an
insurmountable challenge,” says Chancellor Behr.
“These are the kinds of unforeseeable expenses for
which a student can’t use financial aid, and there’s no
other way to pay for them. It seemed like a gap that
needed to be addressed.”

Chancellor Behr believes it is her responsibility—
one she shares with her colleagues across higher
education—to support students in myriad ways. Since
she arrived at Morris last spring, Chancellor Behr
has looked for ways to “pay back” what she sees as the
privilege of joining the campus community. SAGE
seemed to her a fitting addition to existing student
support funds.
“Working in higher education is a calling and a
mission, and I feel incredibly fortunate to have the
position I have and to be here at Morris,” she says.
“We all have a responsibility to support our students
in the ways that we can and to help them to become
human beings who know how to support themselves and
others. This is a different way of doing that. It is a way
to pay it forward.”
SAGE funds already have addressed the needs of
several students. As the campus adapts to accommodate
its evolving student body, demand for the fund is
expected to grow over time.
JOIN US
To join Chancellor Behr and others in keeping
life-changing student experiences attainable,
visit z.umn.edu/umnmorrissage.

Summer/Fall 2018 Profile

3

campus news

MORRIS ACCOLADES
Boren Scholarship:
Noah Pilugin ’18
Forbes 2018 Best Value Colleges List

Campaign committee chair Erik Torgerson,
committee member Dan Moore ’07, Chancellor
Michelle Behr, honorary co-chair Helen Jane
Morrison, Vice Chancellor for Finance and
Facilities Bryan Herrmann ’01, Jim Morrison,
Liz Morrison ’75, Professor Emeritus and honorary
co-chair Jim Togeas

NOD TO THE PAST, LOOK
TO THE FUTURE

Campus landmark gets new life, thanks to a
founding family
Renovation of Edson Auditorium at the Edward J.
and Helen Jane Morrison Performing Arts Center is
underway! Longtime friend of the University and A
model for living and learning campaign committee honorary
co-chair Helen Jane Morrison was there as demolition
began in June.

GIVING TO MORRIS
In partnership with the University of Minnesota
Foundation, gifts designated to Morris are received
by and invested in the Morris campus. The
Foundation serves as the legal, charitable entity for
the University system.
Susan Schmidgall, director of advancement
320-589-6160 | sschmidg@morris.umn.edu
Bill Robb, senior development officer
320-589-6387 | billrobb@morris.umn.edu
Erin Christensen ’05, development officer
320-589-6067 | erinc@morris.umn.edu
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Fulbright U.S. Student Award:
Brittany Grady ’17 and
Autumn Carlson ’18
Horace T. Morse—University of Minnesota Alumni
Association Award for Outstanding Contributions to
Undergraduate Education:
Sheri Breen, associate professor of
political science, and
Tracy Otten, professor of studio art
Josef Mestenhauser Student Award for Excellence
in Campus Internationalization:
Fiona Wu ’18
Mayo Clinic Innovative Minds Partnering to
Advance Curative Therapies Program award:
Bailey Kemp ’19, Spicer, and
Sarah Severson ’20, New Brighton
Public Policy and International
Affairs Fellowship:
Jamie Polahn ’19, Champlin
University of Minnesota, Morris Alumni Association
Teaching Award:
Tracy Otten, professor of studio art
University of Minnesota, Morris Faculty
Distinguished Research Award:
Julie Eckerle, professor of English
University of Minnesota John Tate Award for
Excellence in Undergraduate Advising:
Michelle Page, professor of secondary education

University of Minnesota, Morris

campus news

MORRIS IS A TOP PRODUCER OF
FULBRIGHT U.S. STUDENTS

Morris is one of the American colleges and universities that produced the
most 2017–18 Fulbright U.S. Students, says the U.S. Department of State’s
Bureau of Educational and Cultural
Affairs. Four Morris students earned
Fulbright U.S. Student Program awards
in 2017–18: Chase Glomstad ’17,
Olivia Ilgar ’16, Addison Schnabel ’17,
and Amanda Hudinsky ’17. Three are
2018–19 finalists: Brittany Grady ’17,
Autumn Carlson ’18, and Alexa
Barta ’18. The Fulbright Program
is the U.S. government’s flagship
international educational exchange
program. It is administered at
Morris through the Academic Center
Barta
for Enrichment.

Grady

Carlson

MORRIS ADDS $85.6 MILLION
TO MINNESOTA’S ECONOMY
EACH YEAR

MPR NEWS
MAKES A STOP
AT MORRIS

In April a Minnesota Public
Radio crew traveled to Morris to
hear and record stories about the
experiences of Native students on
campus. Their goal: “to produce
an hour of radio that amplifies and
accurately reflects their voices.”
Students shared heartfelt and
powerful stories that had the room
crying and laughing. Listen
at mprnews.org.

SUSTAINABILITY
LEADERSHIP
MINOR IS IN
THE WORKS

Morris is developing an area
of emphasis in Environmental
Leadership and Stewardship.
The plan could become an official
minor before the end of the year.
The area of emphasis is just one
component of Morris’s Sustainability
Leaders for the Future program,
which helps prepare students to play a
leading role in solving environmental
problems. The Sustainability Leaders
for the Future program is sustained
in part by a grant from Margaret A.
Cargill Philanthropies.

Tripp Umbach, a Pittsburgh-based national research firm, found that
the University of Minnesota (UMN) contributes $8.6 billion a year in
economic activity to the state of Minnesota: $85.6 million of that comes
from the Morris campus. The firm found that the employment impacts
of the Morris campus supported 1,178 jobs throughout the state. And
campus operations generated an additional $4.9 million in state and local
government revenue. Tripp Umbach adds that UMN’s overall impact to
the state, including that of the Morris campus, goes beyond economic
outcomes, extending to the development of human capital and the
promotion of civic values.
Summer/Fall 2018 Profile
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campus news

SPRING INTO ACTION
A season of celebration,
remembered in photos
Each spring Morris sends graduates
and retirees off in style, with a flurry of
banquets and ceremonies honoring
their incredible achievements and the
promise
of
more
to
come.
Congratulations, everyone!

Andrea Wathanaphone ’18,
Community Engagement
Student Award Winner

Windy Roberts with Alexa Barta ’18,
Undergraduate Research Symposium
Featured Presenter

McNair Scholars

Tiernan Lenius ’18,
Student Leadership
Award Winner

AMERICAN INDIAN HONORING CEREMONY
6

University of Minnesota, Morris

Scholar of the College
Rocherno de Jongh ’18 with
mom Chermine Schoob

Marissa Eckness ’18,
Willis Kelly Award winner

campus news

FACULTY AND STAFF RECOGNITION DINNER
Back: Vance Gullickson, teamsters, Outstanding Support Staff Award; Tracy Otten, studio art,
Horace T. Morse-Minnesota Alumni Award for Outstanding Contributions to Undergraduate
Education and UMM Alumni Association Teaching Award; Sheri Been, political science,
Horace T. Morse-Minnesota Alumni Award for Outstanding Contributions to Undergraduate
Education; Michelle Page, education, John Tate Award for Excellence in Undergraduate
Advising; Jim Bovre, education, Morris Academic Staff Award
Front: Janel Mendoza, AFSCME, Outstanding Support Staff Award; Irene Maloney, Mary
Martelle Award, staff; Cristina Ortiz, anthropology, Bill and Ida Stewart for Ethnic Diversity;
Julie Eckerle, English, UMM Faculty Distinguished Research Award; Mary Zosel, civil service,
Outstanding Support Staff Award

United States Senator Amy Klobuchar,
commencement speaker

Ramitha Rupasinghe ’18

Sarah Freske ’18

Lexine Lynner ’18

Anthony Reihl ’18

2018 RETIREES
Karen Ellis, student activities,
conferences & special events;
Delores Rathke, dining services

Shane McKinley ’18, National Anthem,
and Ruby DeBellis ’18, student speaker

Regent Abdul Omari and
Chancellor Michelle Behr

COMMENCEMENT PLATFORM PARTY
Summer/Fall 2018 Profile
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STUDENTS

Support for student learning makes lifechanging experiences possible for young
men and women like...

SENIOR

MOLLY HANCUH ’18,
SHOREVIEW
UMM Alumni Association
Scholarship recipient
MAJOR: Biology
MINOR: Chemistry
AREA(S) OF INVOLVEMENT ON CAMPUS:
Women’s Soccer Team Captain, President of
Student Athlete Advisory Committee, Campus
Ambassadors, Undergraduate Research,
Cougar Connections, Quidditch
FAVORITE MORRIS MEMORY:
Winning the Women’s Soccer UMAC
Tournament in 2016 to earn the program’s
first national tournament berth
HOW ARE YOU MAKING THE MOST OF
YOUR MORRIS EXPERIENCE?
The close-knit community at Morris has
supported me and pushed me to achieve
more. It has allowed me to get involved
with a lot of different activities, most notably
volunteering at the local elementary school,
playing soccer, and doing undergraduate
research, while staying on top of school
work. I’ve loved having the chance to take
on multiple leadership roles and form close
connections with faculty and students.

JUNIOR

SAMUEL YUAN ’19,
SHANGHAI, CHINA
MAJORS: communication, media, and
rhetoric, film studies
AREA(S) OF INVOLVEMENT ON CAMPUS:
Video production work for various student
organizations and events
FAVORITE MORRIS MEMORY:
Student club activities and biking
around the town
HOW ARE YOU MAKING THE MOST OF
YOUR MORRIS EXPERIENCE?
By using the resources that Morris has. The
small class sizes make our professors very
accessible and help me get the most out of my
learning. I keep telling myself to say “Yes” to
every opportunity I get on this campus.

SOPHOMORE

MORGAN MILLER ’20,
ADA
Loren W. Carr Memorial Scholarship recipient
MAJORS: secondary education, social
science with a history focus
MINOR: Native American and
indigenous studies
AREA(S) OF INVOLVEMENT ON CAMPUS:
Volleyball, McNair Scholars, Native American
Student Support
FAVORITE MORRIS MEMORY:
The 2017 volleyball season, when our team
achieved the second-most wins in program
history and the best winning percentage while
advancing to the UMAC championship
HOW ARE YOU MAKING THE MOST OF
YOUR MORRIS EXPERIENCE?
I have encountered endless opportunities
through the help of great faculty and
programs. I have learned more about my own
Native American heritage as well as cultural
diversity as a whole. Morris has allowed me to
become a more well rounded individual while
pursuing my academic interests and goals.
connections with faculty and students.

FRESHMAN

SAM ROSEMARK ’21,
OAKDALE
Josephine L Merriam Scholarship—
UMM recipient
MAJORS: economics and political science
MINOR: Spanish
AREA(S) OF INVOLVEMENT ON CAMPUS:
Morris Campus Student Association, University
of Minnesota Senator, Campus Ambassadors,
Office of Advancement (Alumni Relations)
Student Employee
FAVORITE MORRIS MEMORY:
When I authored an MCSA resolution
concerning the elimination of the polling place
on campus: it passed and now is official policy!
HOW ARE YOU MAKING THE MOST OF
YOUR MORRIS EXPERIENCE?
I am making the most of my experience by
not being afraid to get involved on campus
and to make new friends. The University of
Minnesota Morris is an amazing community
and educational oasis, and I am so happy to
be here!

Summer/Fall 2018 Profile
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Communications

and

Marketing

staffer

Hailey LaMont ’19, Hot Springs, South Dakota,
knows how to tell a good story. So does
Distinguished Visiting Professor in the Liberal
Arts Mark Neuzil. The two sat down to talk
shop and covered everything from the future
of journalism to the European propensity
toward day-glo canoes.

“I’M CONFIDENT
IT’LL BE ALL RIGHT”
One on One with Environmental Writer Mark Neuzil
What sort of problems have you encountered
regarding ethics?
When you’re a journalist, everybody you talk to
enters the arena voluntarily, so I never feel like
I’m taking advantage of anybody. Most of them
are smarter than me anyway; they might be taking
advantage of me! [Laughs]

How can communications help further
environmentalism, and should it be about
activism or information or something else?
Some people would say the act of covering a
controversial subject might be a form of activism,
but I think shining a light on what’s happening is
just what we’re supposed to be doing. As president
Theodore Roosevelt once said, “Opening the
window and letting some fresh air into the room.”
That’s kind of the motto I go by.
I really enjoy the untold stories…[Mark lists some
of his favorites, which include an expose on the
plight of the brown pelican in the wake of the BP
oil spill, the farm-to-table journey of a cow named
Larry, and an international daisy chain that reveals
the sociopolitical significance of the humble
canoe.] You can do stories like that that are a little
out of the mainstream, but also shine a light on
an issue that people maybe haven’t thought about
before. And I’m a real big believer in that.

What are your thoughts on the importance of
diversity in reporting and communications, and
how do you see it changing in the future?
It’s always been a big issue for newsrooms,
especially to get a diverse reporting and editing
pool. But the issue has shifted to retention. It’s
just that the industry is in such flux right now: on
the list of issues, survival is at the top.
We’re in this big transition period in journalism,
but we’ll figure it out, because the need for news
is ingrained in people. The same transition
happened when radio came along, when television
came along, now it’s the internet, now it’s
smartphones, and people figure it out. It’s hard to
live through the disturbance. But I’m confident
it’ll be all right.

Mark is a professor of communication and journalism
at the University of St. Thomas and a frequent
writer and speaker on environmental issues. His
book Canoes: A Natural History in North America,
co-authored with Norman Sims, is available in
bookstores everywhere.

The University of Minnesota, Morris Distinguished Visiting Professorship in the Liberal Arts
was established through the generous support of a private donor.
Summer/Fall 2018 Profile
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#WHENINDC
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Library of Congress intern Parker Smith ’20
sees some familiar faces far from home:
intern alumnus Brian Williams ’04, intern alumna
Gaby Crain ’16, Smith, Chancellor Michelle Behr,
and Interim Vice Chancellor for Academic
Affairs and Dean Janet Ericksen

University of Minnesota, Morris

MORRIS STUDENT INTERNS TAKE ON CAPITOL HILL
Tucked away in a corner of the Library, sheltered from the din of activity, you see a little
piece of home: a photo collage of fresh-faced, smiling men and women (some of whom
look so familiar), framed by maroon and gold felt. A shrine to the Cougars who’ve come
before you. A testament to the tradition of which you’re part.

This is the sight that welcomed Parker Smith ’20, Willmar, when he arrived for the
first day of his internship at the Library of Congress in June. A little piece of home,
hanging over the intern’s desk: a little inspiration at the start of a new adventure.
“It is really cool to see so many Morris students and alums who have benefited from
this same experience,” Smith wrote us as he looked on the photo wall. “It is inspiring
to learn about these interns and the career paths they have gone on to.”

“It is really cool

Smith is interning at the Library’s Congressional Relations Office (CRO).
The office handles constituent questions, events programming, and work with
legislative offices.

Morris students

Smith will spend the summer answering phone calls from legislative staff, preparing
biographical member data for the Librarian of Congress, and supporting special
events like a Congressional Dialogues series featuring the likes of historian Jon
Meacham and philanthropist Bill Gates. He’s also relishing the chance to spend
his days in “the largest library on the planet and [to see] an amount of historical
material that would be infeasible at any other institution.” These experiences, he
says, add invaluable richness to his political science coursework that he simply
couldn’t get on campus alone.

have benefited

to see so many
and alums who
from this same
experience.”
Parker Smith ’20

“I am learning about the federal environment that the library exists in and interacting
with congressional staff,” he writes. “If I decide that work on the Hill is my goal, I
am confident that this is a great first step.”
Summer/Fall 2018 Profile
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The experiences Smith and others have enjoyed on the Hill wouldn’t have
been possible without the Morris network or private support. In fact,
the idea itself came from Smith’s advisor, who approached him about the
opportunity after having been asked for candidates by the CRO.

“My connections
at Morris were
instrumental in
my receiving this
internship.”
Parker Smith ’20

“My connections at Morris were instrumental in my receiving this
internship,” writes Smith. “I sent my resume to a Morris alum, and I work
next to another Morris alum. They make me feel welcome and are always
ready to lend a hand.”
The CRO, as Smith puts it, “has a habit of taking interns from Morris”: ties
between the office and the campus go back to a Morris grad landing a job
there and paying the opportunity forward to fellow Cougars. But the Library
isn’t the only federal agency employing Morris interns. Nearly 70 Morris
students have interned in Washington, DC since 1998. These students come
from a broad range of backgrounds, with majors ranging from English to
political science to biology. The experiences they share are a vital part of the
life-changing education Morris offers.
“Internships are an important part of a student’s education,” says Interim
Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs and Dean Janet Ericksen. “Whether
they introduce students to a new way of thinking or a member of Congress,
these critical opportunities connect students with practices and policymakers,
spawn career aspirations, and open doors.”
And according to one former intern, Morris students are prepared to fit
right in on the Hill.
“In many ways, Morris and Capitol Hill are epicenters of political
engagement and activism,” adds Tamir Elnabarawy ’14, a legislative assistant
to Congressman Collin Peterson. “I’m confident Morris students are
uniquely qualified to benefit from and contribute to the national discussions
taking place in Washington.”

We caught up with

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

a few former DC
interns to see where
life took them after
college (and how
their internships set
them up for success)!
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MATT PRIVRATSKY ’11
WHAT DID YOU LEARN FROM THE EXPERIENCE?
I learned a lot about managing money and about the things I’d
like to pursue in a career. Even though I didn’t end up moving to
DC to work full-time once I graduated, working there over the
summer did help me figure out the kind of work environment
I’d like and what an office environment really requires.
HOW DID IT SHAPE YOUR LIFE AFTER COLLEGE?
Having the experience of working in DC helped me narrow my job search
for positions I’d be interested in back in Minnesota. And it was a great
experience to lean on when I would be interviewing for jobs. Conquering
the Capitol Hill tunnel system is no easy feat!
University of Minnesota, Morris

ELIZABETH THOMA TORKELSON ’11
WHAT DID YOU LEARN FROM THE EXPERIENCE?
I had previously never thought of a job in a public relationstype field, and the experience showed me that I could combine
my passion for history, interest in politics, lifelong love of
libraries, and working with different types of people into an
extraordinary career! I also learned that Congress and the
legislative process is much messier than I ever imagined.
HOW DID IT SHAPE YOUR LIFE AFTER COLLEGE?
I ended up getting a job in the Congressional Relations Office at the
Library of Congress, and moved out to DC to start only one week after
Commencement. I have risen from being the intern to a Congressional
Relations Specialist, taking on more responsibility and expanding my
portfolio within the office. I originally told myself I would only be here
for five years before moving back to Minnesota, and now, seven years
later, I can’t imagine being anywhere else.
SARA BUTTERFASS SCHLIEP ’12
WHAT DID YOU LEARN FROM THE EXPERIENCE?
I learned a good deal about the then-current American political
system through my work in the Congressional Relations
Office (CRO) and about the services provided to Congress
and the American people through the Library of Congress.
The Junior Fellows program (Sara completed two programs in DC)
was an eye-opening experience, and it was how I discovered
my interest in book preservation and conservation.
HOW DID IT SHAPE YOUR LIFE AFTER COLLEGE?
When I look back on my internship in CRO, it stands out as a turning
point in my intellectual development and my career trajectory; I know I
wouldn’t be where I am today if I had not come to Washington, DC that
first summer.
TAMIR ELNABARAWY ’14
WHAT DID YOU LEARN FROM THE EXPERIENCE?
The dynamics of Capitol Hill are extremely fast-paced, so
I learned to conduct policy research in an environment of
rapidly changing circumstances. I also learned to serve a
broad range of clients with varying legislative needs.
HOW DID IT SHAPE YOUR LIFE AFTER COLLEGE?
The experience not only helped me secure a job in the U.S. House of
Representatives, but also prepared me for the duties I would perform.
Nearly every day I leverage the knowledge I developed during my
internship to produce policy solutions and connect Minnesotans to the
resources of their federal government.

Summer/Fall 2018 Profile

“When I look back
on my internship in
CRO, it stands out
as a turning point
in my intellectual
development
and my career
trajectory.”
Sara Butterfass Schliep ’12

JOIN US
Because of the lifechanging power an
internship carries,
we want to share the
opportunity with more
Morris students.
Contact Erin
Christensen ’05
to learn more:
320-589-6067 or
erinc@morris.umn.edu.
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GAME
CHANGER

Move in and meet
your roommate
(who’s from a totally
different place)
MORRIS STUDENT
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No matter what you do
after graduation…you’ll be
ready for whatever
comes your way!
92% OF ALUMNI SAY THEIR
MORRIS DEGREE WAS
A SMART INVESTMENT

96% OF GRADUATES WERE SATISFIED
WITH THEIR EXPERIENCES AT MORRIS

SO WHAT?

According to
new findings, liberal arts
grads are more likely than their
peers from career-oriented schools
to find satisfaction, earn higher
salaries, take on leadership roles,
practice altruism, and contribute to
their communities in meaningful ways.
How's that for value added?
Source: Inside Higher Ed,
"Making the Case
for Liberal Arts
Colleges"
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89% OF
STUDENTS ATTEND
FINE ARTS EVENTS

FULL
CIRCLE:
FROM SCHOLAR OF THE COLLEGE
TO DISTINGUISHED ALUMNA
Dr. Marilyn Strand ’77 Named UMMAA
Distinguished Alumna 2018

“She has devoted her
professional life to the
care of her patients.”
—Nominator Ernest Kemble,
professor emeritus
of psychology

Dr. Marilyn Strand ’77 earned the 2018 University
of Minnesota, Morris Alumni Association (UMMAA)
Distinguished Alumni Award. An outstanding student at
Morris, Dr. Strand has been a leader in patient care for almost
40 years.
Dr. Strand has enjoyed a nearly 40-year career in patient
care. She began her career as a mental health counselor in 1979,
then went on to practice internal medicine and provide urgent
care services across Washington and Idaho.
Dr. Strand holds a BA in biology and psychology from Morris
and an MD from the University of Minnesota Twin Cities.
As a Morris student, Dr. Strand earned a Scholar of the
College award for her academic achievements. She went on to
earn a Certificate of Honor for her services in Cottage Grove,
Washington. She was elected president of the American Association
of University Women at Walla Walla, Washington. And now
Dr. Strand has been honored by her alma mater once more.
“Dr. Strand richly deserves the award as a testament to her
dedication and high levels of humane performance,” writes
nominator Ernest Kemble, professor emeritus of psychology
(Dr. Strand worked as Kemble’s lab assistant). “She has devoted her
professional life to the care of her patients.”
Dr. Strand will be honored at the UMMAA Distinguished Alumni
Award and Homecoming Banquet on Friday, September 21,
as part of Morris’s 2018 Homecoming celebration. Keep reading for
more on Homecoming 2018!

ABOUT THE UMMAA DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARD

The UMMAA Distinguished Alumni Award honors alumni who make noteworthy
contributions in their professional lives, in public service, or in service to the
University of Minnesota. Learn more at alumni.morris.umn.edu.
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LARRY TRAVERSIE ’00, UMMAA PRESIDENT
During the past few months as UMMAA president, I have had the opportunity
to see the very best of what Morris has to offer. Having interviewed prospective
students at the annual Community of Scholars event and witnessed the beautiful
commencement ceremony for the Class of 2018, I saw firsthand how Morris continues
to be a shining beacon on the prairie. One of the things that has struck me during
my time on campus how terrific our wonderful faculty and staff are! They
foster a positive learning environment and genuinely care about each student and
their successes.
As we continue to move quickly through 2018, I want to personally invite you to
one of the many events the UMMAA will be hosting throughout the summer/fall (see
events calendar below).
One of the greatest gifts we can give is to be of service to others. I was reading the book Neither Wolf Nor Dog and
came across the phrase “service before self.” As valued alumni, you have the opportunity to come back to campus
and share your stories with current students—and we value that. The wealth of experience you have will help them
as they navigate their Morris journeys and prepare for their futures. Just as paths were once created for us, so must
we continue to create paths for future generations of Morris students.

UMMAA BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
Erika Bailey-Johnson ’99, second
vice president
Gina Brunko-Marquez ’94
Jon Dalager ’79
Amy Doll-Wohlers ’90, immediate
past president
Randy Koopman ’78
Dillon McBrady ’13, first vice
president
Dan Moore ’07
Ann Miller ’87
Larry Traversie ’00, president
Elizabeth Thoma Torkelson ’11
Ryan Vettleson ’98
Susan Von Mosch ’78

UPCOMING ALUMNI EVENTS
August 20

UMM Night at the Twins vs. the White Sox
Target Field

August 30

Gopher Pre-Game Tailgating
McNamara Alumni Center, University of
Minnesota Twin Cities

September 21–23

Homecoming 2018
see back cover for details

September 21–23

Class of 1968 50-Year Reunion

November 16–17

Dance Ensemble 25th Anniversary

Kaitlyn Slieter McBrady ’13
alumni relations coordinator

December 1 and
February 1–2

Community of Scholars Admissions
Volunteer Event

Beverly Metzger
principal office and administrative
specialist

February 21

Annual Midwinter Alumni Event
Minneapolis

OFFICE OF ALUMNI
RELATIONS

Sheila Poshek
advancement specialist

alumni@morris.umn.edu
320-589-6066
alumni.morris.umn.edu

For the most current event information, visit
alumni.morris.umn.edu/opportunities-connect.
Events take place on campus unless otherwise noted.
Summer/Fall 2018 Profile
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LOOK
WHO’S
BACK!

Ben Winchester ’95
spoke at “The Future of
Community Engagement
and Leadership in Rural
Minnesota,” which
was one in a series of
collaborative events titled
Focus on Greater Minnesota.

Assistant McNair Program Director Charise DeBerry; inaugural
McNair Banquet speaker Simon Shannon ’97, PhD; Professor
of Chemistry and McNair Program Director Nancy Carpenter

Mina Ounchith ’08 returned
to campus as Isis Magiq’elle
to take part in the annual
Drag Show.

Anika Kildegaard ’13
performed a song cycle
of poems from Athena
Kildegaard’s newest book of
poetry, Course.

The Briggs Library Associates commissioned “Wings of Words”
from Anne Meyer ’04. The ceramic figure with carved wood
book and wings depicts former Head Librarian Russ DuBois.
20

University of Minnesota, Morris

Spring 2018 Science and Mathematics
Visiting Alumna Jeanna Schultz ’04 with
Professor of Mathematics Peh Ng
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Colin Everson ’18 and Evan Guffey ’17
at the Cougar Athletic Association
alumni social

Art history visiting alum
Nicole Soukup ’06

Diane Nyhus Mitzel ’83 and Chuck
Mitzel ’83

Julianne Graupman Trebelhorn ’90, Elizabeth Trebelhorn, and
Scott Trebelhorn ’90

Political science visiting alum
Tamir Elnabarawy ’14

Whether you’re in the area and
stopping by to revisit old haunts,
coming back to campus to speak
to students, or bringing one of
your children for a campus visit,
stop by and visit with Alumni
Relations in the Welcome Center.
We’re always happy to see you!
Sarah Yncierto ’95 and son

Jason Anderson ’93
Summer/Fall 2018 Profile

21

THE BIG PICTURE
Earth balloon, circa 1978: a visual reminder of
the role students play in securing our future.
A bit heavy-handed? Maybe. An apt metaphor
for why what we do at Morris matters? You bet.

22

University of Minnesota, Morris

university of minnesota, morris alumni association

JAZZ FEST

In April 30 Alumni Jazzers and friends
celebrated the 40th anniversary of our
beloved Jazz Fest.

RUGBY ALUMNI REUNION
In April 60 Morris Mud Daubers celebrated their
10th anniversary with a friendly match against the
current team.

Summer/Fall 2018 Profile

MORRIS ON THE
MOVE—SAINT
PAUL SAINTS
In May 90 alumni made their way
to CHS Stadium to cheer on the
Saint Paul Saints.
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MORRIS ON THE MOVE—
WASHINGTON, DC
In May 30 alumni and friends descended on the
nation’s capital for fellowship and fraternizing.

CHANCELLOR ROADTRIP

In June Chancellor Behr and Alumni Relations Coordinator Kaitlyn
McBrady ’13 hit the road for a tour of Minnesota, meeting alums in
Alexandria, Bemidji, Duluth, and Rochester.

COUGAR
ALUMNI GOLF
CLASSIC

In July the tradition continued as
90 alumni golfers turned out for the
much-loved tourney.
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In Memoriam
Linda Jean Eger Lindor ’70
Violet Kramer ’70
Sister Janet Kunkel ’73
Mary Ann Flolo Thompson ’73
Thomas Zosel ’78
Ellen Ordway, professor emerita of biology
Class of ’64
David Moe became a great-grandfather to Derrek
David on March 25.

Curtis ’68 and Sandra Guter Larson ’71 received their
President’s Club plaque from Chancellor Michelle
Behr on January 31.

Allan Peterson underwent a cutting-edge procedure
to restore some of his lost eyesight. The procedure,
which includes a retinal implant and special video
camera glasses, gives patients the ability to stimulate
their remaining retina cells, “see patterns of light,” and
eventually “learn to interpret these visual patterns.”
Peterson was the eighth person to receive this surgery at
the University of Minnesota Medical Center-Fairview.
He says, “I’m hoping that I can see faces a little bit. I
haven’t seen my children since they were little guys.”

counselor and coach for wrestling and baseball. Since
his retirement, he’s shifted his focus to collecting and
marketing antiques.

Class of ’66
Robert Peterson was featured in a Fortune magazine
op-ed on the lack of honesty that accompanies a poll’s
margin of error and its evident repercussions.
Class of ’72
Keith Becker retired after 30 years as an
otolaryngologist. Keith now spends his time driving a
school bus, trying to find his perfect tennis stroke, and
enjoying looking at birds. Last summer he celebrated
his 45th year of marriage to his “same roommate.”
Class of ’73
Jerry Jansen retired from Minnesota West Community
and Technical College after almost 36 years as a school

Class of ’79
Wesley Nelson retired from the position of Kandiyohi
County FSA director, a position he held for 36 years.
While at Kandiyohi County, Wesley helped farmers
navigate federal farm programs and educate non-farmers
on happenings in the agricultural world. He looks
forward to spending time with his wife, volunteering at
church and community organizations, and biking.
Class of ’80
Deborah Holt was named December 2017 Woman of
the Month by the Dairyland Peach. Deborah owns Little
B. Biscotti in Sauk Centre and is an author, artist, and
founder of Draw Near Ministries. She plans to pursue
her dreams of creating a business to feed hungry priests
and hopes to own her own facility to accommodate her
business ventures.
Class of ’82
Susan Jost retired in December after working for the
Stevens County Developmental Achievement Center
(DAC) in Morris for 42 years. The DAC provides

Dan Bollman ’67 and Marcia Nelson Bollman ’67
had lunch with Pat and George Fosgate, professor
emeritus of theatre arts, while visiting Las Vegas.
Summer/Fall 2018 Profile

Mark Nash ’80 and
wife Sharon Nash ’81
celebrated their 40th
wedding anniversary in
Las Vegas, where they
had a lunch visit with
Pat and George Fosgate,
professor emeritus
of theatre arts, at the
Silverton Hotel and
Casino.
25
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person-centered day training and habilitation services.
Her main role was to facilitate exercise at the Regional
Fitness Center.
Class of ’83
Nancy Peterson Krenz retired from the Anoka-Hennepin
school district, where she taught for 33 years. She plans to
substitute when needed and to travel.
Class of ’84
Mike Gaffney retired from football coaching after being
a part of Yellow Medicine East High School in Granite
Falls as a teacher and coach for nearly 35 years.
Michael Schutz was named head of the University of
Minnesota College of Food, Agricultural and Natural
Resources Sciences Department of Animal Science. He
attended Morris for two years before transferring to the
University of Minnesota Twin Cities, where he earned
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in animal science. He was
a founding member of the Gopher Dairy Club.
Class of ’86
Jay Johnson found redemption in running after battling
addiction for years. He’s run marathons in 50 states and
38 countries over the last 19 years. Jay never stopped
pushing and improving his health and performance, even
after a near-death experience. He continues to put in
about 45 training miles per week.
Class of ’89
Steve Lang will retire on August 31 after 20 years as
director of news and publications at Sul Ross University.
He plans to maintain an Alpine, Texas, residence, and to
continue his road trip routine and partake in his favorite
hobbies of traveling, fishing, photography, and reading.
Class of ’91
Amy Bailey lives in Anchorage, Alaska, with her husband
of 15 years, Michael, and their two daughters. She worked
for the Anchorage School District as a bilingual tutor for
11 years and has been a full-time mom for 12. For the last
seven years Amy has volunteered with an adult English as
a second language program that works with immigrants
and refugees (this is her fourth year as the coordinator).
She speaks Spanish and Italian and has been studying
French for the last two years. Education and languages
are her passions.
Class of ’92
Timothy Diem retired after 16 years as the marching
band director at the University of Minnesota Twin
Cities. Tim and his three sons have left Minnesota for
26

the hills of Syracuse, New York, where he will be the
assistant professor of music and director of athletic
bands at Syracuse University. He also was chosen to be
a guest conductor for the Liverpool High School’s 33rd
Annual Band Festival.
Ann Michels was honored with the Faribault
High School Distinguished Alumni Award for her
outstanding humanitarian contributions to benefit
others through her personal and professional
achievements. After college Ann taught English and
theater in Morris while performing with a jazz group
and accepting theatrical roles. She went on to perform
at the Guthrie Theater, Chanhassen Dinner Theater,
the Ordway, and the Children’s Theater.
Class of ’95
Rachel Brand has been hired by Walmart as executive
vice president, global governance and corporate
secretary. Brand joined Walmart in April and moved to
Bentonville, Arkansas, with her husband and children.
Rich Ventura was named to Systems Contractor News
2018 Hall of Fame for his commitment to teamwork,
mentorship, and service in the audio visual industry
during his time at NEC Display Solutions.
Class of ’99
Brent Heeringa showcased his up-and-coming Valt
app at the Consumer Electronics Show, where he and
his team received rave reviews. Valt helps users store
and manage passwords.
Carrie Hennessey ’96
performed the opera
To Live and Die for Love: The
Heroines of Puccini at Pioneer
Congregational Church in
Sacramento, California,
in January with LaDell
Cress ’64 in the audience
to cheer her on. She has
been named Sacramento’s
“most sought-after soprano” and has been a guest
artist for the Chamber Music Society of Sacramento
in a program that pays homage to works by Italian
composers. Carrie performs globally, works with the
Sacramento Ballet and other collaborators, supports
and sponsors benefit concerts, and is a voice teacher
as well as a member of a mash-up band called the
Reassemblers of Whimsy.
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Erika Bailey-Johnson ’99 and Corey Tabbert ’98 met
up in Grand Rapids: “UMM alumni are good people
and meet everywhere!”
Stephanie Hoff assumed the dual executive role of
director, corporate communications, and director,
public relations, for Otter Tail Corporation and Otter
Tail Power Company. Her duties include supervising
internal and external communications and media
relations. She has worked at the company for 11 years.
Outside of work, Stephanie serves on the Regional
Development Advisory Council for Minnesota Public
Radio and is a mentor for BioGirls.
Class of ’01
Matthew Skaret is Jackson’s new city administrator. He
most recently served as city manager in Springfield.
Prior, he was city clerk/administrator for Milford,
Iowa, and city manager of Madison.
Class of ’02

Sarah Hunter completed her public
health capstone at campus Health
Service and graduated in May with a
bachelor’s in nursing from Southwest
Minnesota State University. Sarah
works as a registered nurse at Douglas
County Hospital in Alexandria.

Class of ’03
Coleman Turgeon became an assistant professor of
medical science and pathology at the Mayo Clinic
College of Medicine and Science, where he works
as a developmental technologist in the Biochemical
Genetics Laboratory. Coleman’s wife, Bettina “Tina”
Turgeon, works in the Title I Reading program at
Dover-Eyota Elementary School. The two have a
12-year-old son, Soren (’24 maybe?).
Class of ’04
Graeme Allen has been elected to the New Brighton
City Council and will serve until 2022. He is the

Gaby Crain ’16, Development Officer Erin
Christensen ’05, Elizabeth Thoma Torkelson ’11,
and Brian Williams ’04 met up in Washington, DC.
Williams, Torkelson, Sara Kloek ’05, Christensen,
and Major Christopher Wenner ’99 also enjoyed an
evening in DC.
community and political organizer for the Minneapolis
Regional Labor Federation.
Class of ’05
Colorful and abstract acrylic paintings by Jason
Steinbrenner were displayed at the Sorenson Gallery in
Fosston. Although Steinbrenner hasn’t had any formal art
education, he has been painting on and off for 20 years.
Class of ’06
Malinda Berglund was named senior woman
administrator at the University of Virginia’s College
at Wise. As the assistant athletic director for internal
operations and compliance, Malinda enjoys an expanded
version of her previous role. Prior to her time at
Virginia, she held multiple leadership positions at other
colleges in the Midwest and on the East Coast.
Erin Koehntop became executive director of Raising Up
Stevens County Kinship (RUSC Kinship) in December.
RUSC Kinship is a mentoring program that pairs youth
with adult mentors in Stevens County. Prior, Erin was a
victims’ advocate at Someplace Safe in Morris.
Class of ’09
Mette Towley is making waves in the LA entertainment
scene. Her role as the lead dancer in the “Lemon” music
video put her in the spotlight. Mette discovered her love
for modern dance as a PSEO student at Morris. She
went on to earn a degree in dance and cultural studies &
comparative literature from the University of Minnesota
Twin Cities.
Class of ’11
Sage Maggie Davis is pursuing a master’s in education
at the University of Minnesota Duluth; she plans to
become a professor. Sage hopes to incorporate her
passion for bead artistry into her future work. She

Summer/Fall 2018 Profile
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Class of ’16
Elizabeth Mark was a candidate for 2018 Queen of
Snows of the Saint Paul Winter Carnival. Since then,
she has applied for a master’s in educational leadership
and administration program. She hopes to become a
school principal.

Tony Krueger ’08 and Laura Raeder ’07 were both at
the Zoom Yah Yah Indoor Marathon pre-race banquet
when they discovered they shared an alma mater. With
the comfort of another Cougar to run with, they both
raced the next morning.
currently is a recruiter for the American Indian studies
program at Bemidji State University and does awardwinning beadwork in her free time.
Class of ’13
Seth Elsen graduated from Utah State University with
a master’s degree in natural resource management and
watershed sciences. His research focused on communitydriven salmon recovery in Washington.
Class of ’14
Lindy Jackson made her debut with The Chameleon
Theatre Circle in Picasso at the Lapin Agile. Jackson has
performed with several other companies in the
Twin Cities area, including The National Theatre
for Children, Smartmouth Comedy, and Six
Elements Theatre.
Class of ’15
Cosmia Wirtanen has been working at the Maplebrook Pet
Care Center while interning at the Wildlife Rehabilitation
Center of Minnesota and completing her certification as
a veterinary technician at Argosy University. Cosmia has
boarded pets, helped technicians during appointments,
and assisted during surgeries.

Brendan Stermer and brother Andy launched
a weekly poetry podcast that features guests with
Minnesota roots. Each week a new guest reads a poem
and discusses its meaning. Wrapping up the show is a
segment featuring three original voicemail poems on a
weekly theme. The podcast is available on iTunes and
Stitcher and at interestingpeoplereadingpoetry.com.
Class of ’17
Brennan Bassett is pursuing a master of fine arts at
the Guildford School of Acting in London.
Savanna Christensen was featured in Iowa Ag Connection
for her work as a dairy intern at the West Central
Research and Outreach Center. As an intern, Savanna
tracked the amount of dry matter from local organic
farms cows ate, taught calves to use an automated
feeding system, and assisted with hygiene studies.
As a Morris student, Christensen found her passion
for research when she participated in the Bridgford
Summer Scholars program.
Taya DeRycke bought and resurrected her town’s
10-lane bowling alley. As manager and sole employee,
she is determined to create a fun recreational outlet for
her community and appreciates support from family,
friends, and fellow graduates.
Katie Ledermann and Peter Kvale ’16 finished a
three-month bicycle trek across the United States to
raise awareness of the threats faced by public lands.
With their fellow Women On Wheels for Wild Lands,
they rode 5,312 miles from San Francisco to Columbia
and visited +25 public land areas along the way.
Kourtni Danielson ’14 married Zach Bidwell ’14
in January, with many Morris folks in attendance.
Back row: Neil Arvold ’14; Charlie Diamond ’15;
Dani Tadych ’14; Hannah Knott ’14; Phil
Wolney ’14; Derek Dionne ’13; Peter Wollin ’15.
Front: Anthony White ’14; Travis Moret ’14; Emily
Sunderman ’16; Kyle Grote ’14; Kaitlin Danielson
Wollin ’14; Kourtni Danielson Bidwell ’14; Zach
Bidwell ’14; Ryan DeRoeck ’14.
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Mitch Reller is now a credit analyst at RiverWood
Bank in Baxter. He is in charge of reviewing financial
applications and investigating applicants’ abilities to
honor financial obligations. Reller looks forward to the
outdoor recreational opportunities the Brainerd Lakes
area has to offer.

RECENT PUBLICATIONS
BY MORRIS AUTHORS AND EDITORS
Athena Kildegaard,
teaching specialist in English
Course (Tinderbox Editions, 2018)

Daniel O’Brien ’87
The Japan Series: Mysterious Stories Related
to Japan—Book Two: Japanese Ghost in
America (lulu.com, 2018)

Amanda Ochsner ’08,
with William G. Tierney and Zoë B. Corwin
Diversifying Digital Learning: Online Literacy
and Educational Opportunity
(Johns Hopkins University Press)

Professor Emeritus of Theatre Arts George Fosgate
and Professor Emeritus of Education Craig Kissock
gathered in April with their wives, Natalia Kissock
and Pat Fosgate.
Send us your Class Notes.
Please include high resolution photos!

Michael Larson ’67
The Easter Sparrows (Smirna)

Office of Alumni Relations, Welcome Center
600 E 4th St, Morris, MN 56267
alumni@morris.umn.edu or
alumni.morris.umn.edu/submit-class-note
Next Class Notes Deadline: January 3, 2019

HAVE YOU PUBLISHED A BOOK RECENTLY?
LET US KNOW: alumni@morris.umn.edu

“WHEN THE FLOWER BLOSSOMS, THE BEE WILL
COME”: IN MEMORY OF ELLEN ORDWAY
Professor Emerita Ellen Ordway passed
away peacefully on Tuesday, February 20, at 90
years of age. The first woman to earn tenure at
Morris, Ordway enjoyed a 40-year career here.
Ordway attended Wheaton College before
going on to earn a master’s degree from Cornell
University and a PhD from the University of
Kansas. In college she was a field assistant to
Dr. William Beebe of the New York Zoological
Society at his experimental station in Brazil.
Ordway joined the Morris faculty in 1965,
where she taught biology until her retirement in
2005. She specialized in the study of bees and
traveled extensively until 2006.
Ordway is survived by her brother, Samuel
H. Ordway III, and his wife, Chris Ordway,
and nephews Richard and David, as well as
their families.

FRIENDS REMEMBER PROFESSOR EMERITA ORDWAY…
Jody Harmon: My favorite professor of all time. She found beauty
and joy in the humblest creatures and shared that passion with
her students.
Lisa R. Gulbranson: Students like me were the beneficiaries of her
passion and dedication to undergraduate education.
RIP Professor Ordway.
Rufus Portay: She was my first and best advisor in my years at UMM
and TC campus.
Jamie MacDougall ’98: Professor Ordway’s eight-legged stories will
forever stick with me. Thankful for the privilege of learning from her.
Summer/Fall 2018 Profile
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HELP PROVIDE LIFE-CHANGING EXPERIENCES FOR STUDENT ATHLETES!
Join the Cougar Athletic Association. Contact Jason Herbers, director of intercollegiate athletics,
at 320-589-6425, or visit morriscougars.com

MEN’S BASKETBALL
CD Douglas ’18, Marshall, earned multiple postseason awards and
rewrote the record books in his final season in a Cougar uniform.
He set new program records for career points (1,960) and free throws
made (478). He ranks second in program history in assists (455)
and field goals made (721), and third all-time in rebounds (538).
He was named UMAC Player of the Year after leading the conference in
scoring (22.2/game), steals (46), and free throw percentage (90.0).
The guard received a D3hoops.com All-American Fourth Team
selection as well as First Team All-West Region accolades in both the
National Association of Basketball Coaches and D3hoops.com teams.
Backcourt mate Noah Grove ’19, Morris, received Second Team AllUMAC nods after averaging 19.3 points/game this season. The Cougars
finished in a tie for fourth place in the UMAC standings at 9-7 and
12-15 overall. They topped Crown in the first round of the UMAC
Tournament before falling in the semifinals.
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
The Cougars reached double digits in conference wins for the ninth
time in 10 seasons after posting a 12-4 UMAC mark and 13-13 record
overall. Head Coach Tim Grove improved his record in UMAC games
to an astonishing 143-31 in his 12 seasons at the helm of the Cougar
program. Guard Elli Stevenson ’19, Hayti, South Dakota, earned First
Team All-UMAC honors for the second straight season after leading the
squad in points (13.0/game) and assists (4.2/game). Kendra Raths ’19,
Sartell, earned Second Team All-UMAC status with averages of 12.2
points and 8.0 rebounds per game. She led the conference in blocked
shots with 52. Second in the league in blocked shots with 51 was Abby
VanKempen ’20, Elbow Lake, who earned a spot on the UMAC AllDefensive Team as she led the league in rebounding (10.3/game).
TENNIS
Both the men’s and women’s teams saw improvements in
team wins in 2018. The men went 3-7 with a 2-5 UMAC
record. Paul Leslie ’18, Minneapolis, led the team with
five singles victories and four doubles wins. Gannon
Youakim ’19, Hopkins, and Jack Flicker ’21, Big Lake,
recorded three singles victories each. For the women,
Emily Johnson ’18, Circle Pines, received All-UMAC
honors after posting five singles wins and five doubles
wins in 2018. She is the seventh player in program history
to record at least 10 career singles wins. Having impressive
first seasons were Sam Tate ’21, Kent, Washington, and
Maddie Johnson ’21, Grand Forks, North Dakota, as they
recorded six and four singles victories, respectively.
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BASEBALL
The baseball team just missed out on qualifying for the UMAC
Tournament after posting an 8-8 conference mark and 9-24
record overall. Earning First Team All-UMAC honors was
Jackson Gessell ’18, Grand Rapids. The outfielder led the team
in hits (39), doubles (14), triples (4), and runs batted in (14).
He holds the program record in career triples with 18. Receiving
Honorable Mention All-UMAC status was Thomas Eckstein ’19,
Buffalo. He did a little bit of everything for the Cougars in
2018. At the plate, he led the team with a .343 batting average
and a .529 slugging percentage. On the mound, he had a 2-0
record, recorded one save, threw one complete game, and held
opponents to a team-low .255 batting average. Pitcher Michael
Head ’21, Kasson, also received Honorable Mention All-UMAC
recognition. He led the team in wins with three and was second
in strikeouts with 35.

MEN’S TRACK &
FIELD
Justin Pearson ’21,
Elk River, established
himself as elite sprinter
in his rookie season.
He was named Track
Athlete of the Meet at
both the UMAC Indoor
and Outdoor Track and
Field Championships.
He won championships
in both the 60-meter
and 400-meter dashes
at the UMAC Indoor
Championships, then
added five more titles at
the Outdoor Championships with wins in the 100-,
200-, and 400-meter dashes and was on the winning
4x100- and 4x400-meter relay teams. Cole Kvistero ’19,
Redwood Falls, claimed three UMAC titles over the
Indoor and Outdoor Championships. He won the
60-meter hurdles and triple jump in the winter, then
topped the field in the 110-meter hurdles in the spring.
Shamund Gordon ’19, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, formed
a good jumping duo with Kvistero as he took the crown
in the triple jump at the Outdoor Championships. Also
earning UMAC All-Conference honors on championship
relay teams were Aboubakar Doumbouya ’20, Saint Paul;
Ryan Anderson ’20, Bellevue, Idaho; and Andrew
Stanek ’21, Plymouth.

WOMEN’S TRACK & FIELD
Emily Ciesynski ’19, Blaine, proved her dominance
in the 400-meter races during the winter and spring
seasons. She claimed 400-meter dash championships
at both the UMAC Indoor and Outdoor Track and
Field Championships. At the outdoor, she also added
a title in the 400-meter hurdles, where she set a
new conference record. The Cougars led all UMAC
institutions with nine all-conference selections at the
Outdoor Championships. The quartet of Elisabeth
Anderson ’18, Bloomer, Wisconsin; Kaitlyn Ladwig ’21,
Granite Falls; Alexa Yeager ’21, Clearwater; and
Katherine Novak ’19, Champlin Park, combined to win
the 4x800-meter
relay. Earning allconference nods
with second-place
performances were
Molly McGrath ’18,
Ham Lake (triple
jump); Brooke
Hogan ’20, Cannon
Falls (100-meter
hurdles); Jasmine
Pryor ’21,
Williamsburg,
Virginia (200-meter
dash); and Jessica
Bliese ’21, Osakis
(javelin, discus).
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SWIMMING & DIVING
Caitlin Papke ’20, Hutchinson,
set a program best in the 100-yard
backstroke and Amanda Donley ’18,
Mounds View, set a new standard
in the 200-yard butterfly. Papke
is a holder of four school records,
while Donley holds two. Five Cougar
swimmers and divers recorded
top-10 finishes at the Liberal Arts
Championships. Papke had three top-10 finishes, with a
sixth-place showing in the 200-yard backstroke and eighthplace finishes in both the 200-yard individual medley and
400-yard individual medley. Donley recorded a sixth-place
time in the 200-yard butterfly and ninth-place showing in
the 100-yard butterfly. McKenna Vininski ’19, Faribault,
had a fifth-place performance in the 3-meter dive and sixthplace showing in the 1-meter dive, while teammate Taryn
Longshore ’21, Faribault, placed fifth in the 1-meter dive.
Montana Lawrence ’20, Princeton, recorded a seventh-place
time in the 1650-yard freestyle and eighth-place time in the
100-yard backstroke.

SOFTBALL
Three Cougars received Honorable Mention
All-UMAC recognition. Outfielder Megan
Knickerbocker ’19, Young America, was the
team’s best power hitter as she led the squad
in extra base hits (10), home runs (3), total
bases (57), and slugging percentage (.479).
Infielder Becca Holland ’20, Donnelly, led
the team with a .354 batting average. Fellow
infielder Autumn Mahoney ’18, Frazee, earned
her second Honorable Mention selection and
third appearance on the UMAC All-Defensive
Team. She batted .311
in conference contests
with four extra-base
hits. Lacey Sullivan
’19, Watertown, led
the team with 41 hits
and 17 runs batted in
while amassing a .345
batting average.

BRAND, HOFFMAN ’02, RAGER ’00 JOIN
COUGAR SPORTS HALL OF FAME
Inductees will be honored during Homecoming 2018, September 21–23.

DR. JEFFERSON BRAND
Dr. Jefferson Brand is a fellowship-trained sports medicine surgeon at Heartland Orthopedic
Specialists. He has provided sports medicine coverage and specialized orthopedic care to Morris
athletics since 1991. Dr. Brand is a graduate of the University of Minnesota Medical School. He is
a past recipient of the Larry “Stosh” Neumann Award for Excellence in Sports Medicine.
DAMIEN HOFFMAN ’02
Damien Hoffman ’02 was a four-year starting wide receiver for the Cougar football team from
1997–2000. Be it single-, double-, or triple-covered, Hoffman found a way to get his hands
on the ball. By the time he graduated, he set an NCAA Division II record for career receptions
with 273. That number puts him ninth all-time in NCAA Division II. His receptions totaled
3,128 yards, and he reeled in 21 touchdown catches. The Starbuck native is a member of the
Minnewaska Area Schools Athletic Hall of Fame.
RANDY RAGER ’00
Randy Rager ’00 graduated with 162 collegiate wins, the all-time winningest wrestler in NCAA
Division II history. He has two Northern Sun Conference titles and nine individual
championships, and he placed in 26 tournaments in his collegiate career. Rager also excelled
in the classroom as a three-time Academic All-American. He is the head wrestling coach at
Rochester Community and Technical College, where he’s guided the Yellowjackets to two NJCAA
Division III national championships. He recently was recognized by his peers as the NJCAA Man
of the Year.
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
Admissions Visit Day
All day | Class of 1968 50th Reunion
9:30 a.m. | UMMAA Board Meeting
Welcome Center 122
10 a.m. | Men’s Basketball Alumni Game
and Reunion
10 a.m. | Women’s Basketball Alumni Game
and Reunion
10 a.m. | Softball Alumni Game and Reunion
10 a.m. | Green Tour

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
All day | Show us your Morris wear
(social media campaign)
All day | Class of 1968 50th Reunion

MORRIS

10 a.m.–2 p.m. | Cougar Athletic Garage Sale
P.E. Center
Informal Science and Math Alumni Reunion

10 a.m.–12 p.m. | Cougar Athletic Garage Sale
P.E. Center
10 a.m.–4 p.m. | Campus Bookstore Open
10:15 a.m. | Campus Tour
11 a.m. | Tailgate
Big Cat Stadium
11:30 a.m. | Pie-eating Contest
alumni, staff, faculty, and student participants welcome
Big Cat Stadium

3 p.m. | Celebration of A Model for Living and Learning,
the campaign for the University of Minnesota, Morris,
and Dedication of the Edward J. and Helen Jane Morrison
Performing Arts Center (MPAC)
Student Center

12 p.m. | Football Game vs. Iowa Wesleyan

4 p.m. | Reception
Grand Foyer, MPAC

TBD | Women’s Soccer Game and 20th Anniversary Event

5 p.m. | Social hour

4 p.m. | Homecoming Concert
Recital Hall, Humanities Fine Arts

HOMECO

MING
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6 p.m. | Distinguished Alumni Award and Cougar
Hall of Fame Homecoming Banquet
Oyate Hall
7:30 p.m. | KUMM Homecoming Concert
(doors open at 7 p.m.)
8 p.m. | Dessert and Drinks

Annual Residence Halls Tug-O-War Contest
Big Cat Stadium, immediately following the game
Reception for Marty Hoffmann ’05, head football coach
TBD | Men’s Soccer vs. Northland College

9 p.m. | BSU Homecoming Dance
Oyate Hall

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
11:30 a.m. | Flag Raising, Winner of the Residence
Halls Tug-O-War Contest
Tug Lake (weather permitting)
12:30 p.m. | Cougar Baseball Alumni Game
and Reunion

For the most up-to-date schedule, visit morris.umn.edu/homecoming

Welcome Center
600 East Fourth Street
Morris, Minnesota 56267-2132

Follow us!

CAMPAIGN GOALS

INVESTING IN
THE FUTURE
We intend to distinguish
the University of Minnesota,
Morris as a model for living

$11 MILLION
INVESTMENT IN
LIFE-CHANGING
STUDENT
EXPERIENCES

$5 MILLION

﹩ 21
OVERALL GOAL

MILLION

and learning. To realize
that vision, we present
a $21 million campaign.
Won’t you join us?

INVESTMENT IN
TALENTED FACULTY
LEADERS

$3 MILLION
INVESTMENT IN
THE FUTURE OF
THE REGION

$2 MILLION
INVESTMENT IN
HISTORIC FACILITIES

give.morris.umn.edu/model-living-and-learning

